CLIMATE RISKS
IN THE PHILIPPINES

The Philippines is third among countries
in the world with the highest exposure
and risk to natural hazards such as
floods, typhoons, and drought. 1

NATURAL DISASTERS
360 disasters in the last 30 years, resulting in
30,000 deaths and 12 million affected
₱398 billion in economic losses

FLOODS AND TYPHOONS

IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE
Because of climate change, these hazards are
intensifying. There is a significant increase in
temperature and rainfall variability. Sea level rise is
thrice the global average in the last century.2

75% of rural poor and 45% of urban population are
vulnerable to floods and other climate impact
70% of 1,500 coastal municipalities at risk of loss of
life, injury and damage to property due to stronger
typhoons, storm surge, and coastal erosion
85% property damage due to floods and typhoons5

These climate hazards lead to more natural disasters,
excessive flooding, stronger typhoons, and intense
drought.

₱20.1 B (2004-2009) to ₱46.7 B (2010-2014)
increase in average annual damage cost from
typhoons6

At risk are the lives of millions of Filipinos, livelihood,
properties, and infrastructure.

DROUGHT

74%

of the population is
vulnerable to natural
disasters3

of total land area is
exposed to multiple
hazards4

AND THE

RISK
RESILIENCY
PROGRAM
(RRP)
RRP has three action areas
in 2020-2022

₱16 B in agricultural production losses in
2015-16 due to El Niño
-6.4% annual growth rate of value added from
agriculture, forestry and fishing in 1998 compared
to 3.1% in 1997
75% estimated reduction in rice yield in 2100
compared to 19907

60%

MANAGING
CLIMATE
RISKS
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Focus on 17 highly
vulnerable provinces
Invest in 4 priority
adaptation areas
Improve program
convergence planning and
budgeting

The Philippines has done a number of
measures to manage climate risks. It
increased its climate budget allocation by
5%, from ₱107 B in 2015 to ₱113.2 B in 2017.
It also introduced various policy reforms.
Among them is the Roadmap of the Cabinet
Cluster on Climate Change Adaptation,
Mitigation, and Disaster Risk Reduction
that brings together national government
agencies and local government units in
addressing the Philippines’ key climate
vulnerabilities.
Supporting the roadmap is the Risk
Resiliency Program (RRP), a convergence
program for planning and budgeting
between national government agencies
and local government units. It aims
to strengthen the resilience of natural
ecosystems and the adaptive capacity
of vulnerable groups and communities to
short and long-term risks using a landscape
management approach.
Using the government’s Program
Convergence Budgeting, RRP helps create
a set of national programs, activities and
projects to enhance resilience using the
national budget.
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Focus on 17 highly vulnerable
provinces within the 18 major river
basins
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Dinagat
Masbate
Negros Oriental
Samar
Sarangani
Sorsogon
Surigao del Norte
Surigao del Sur
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These provinces
constitute the initial
focus of the program.
They face significant
climate risks and have
high poverty incidence.
Future RRP expansion
will include more
vulnerable provinces.

Invest in 4 priority adaptation areas
•

Community livelihood and enterprise
continuity

•

Integrated water resources management

•

Coastal protection

•

Climate information services

Improve program convergence
planning and budgeting
Budget Allocation
Link funding to targeting, quality and past
performance

Prioritization & Planning
Ensure that LGUs use the latest climate 		
data, tools and cost-benefit analysis
Ensure convergence between national and 		
local government planning & prioritization; 		
consider LGU priorities in national agency 		
planning

Use LGU input in national climate budgeting
Conduct technical budget hearings for RRP

Provide incentives for aligning investments 		
with convergent priorities
Develop eligibility criteria and conduct experts
review to ensure the quality of proposed
investments

Monitoring & Evaluation
Link results framework to the Philippine
Development Plan and the National
Climate Change Action Plan
Assess performance, cost effectiveness,
and impact
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Use M&E feedback in budget allocation
and planning

Implementation
Use simple and transparent delivery
mechanisms
Align responsibilities with mandates

