MALACANANG
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO.881

AUTHORIZING THE CLIMATE CHANGE COMMISSION TO COORDINATE
EXISTING CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVES, REDUCING EMISSIONS FROM
DEFORESTATION AND FOREST DEGRADATION - PLUS, AND OTHER
SIMILAR MECHANISMS

WHEREAS, estimates for deforestation and forest degradation were shown to
account for 20-25% of greenhouse gas emissions, higher than the transportation
sector. Recent work shows that the combined contribution of deforestation,
forest degradation and peatland emissions accounts for about 15% of
greenhouse gas emissions, about the same as the transportation sector. Even
with these new numbers it is increasingly accepted that the mitigation of global
warming will not be achieved without the inclusion of forests in an international
regime. As a result, it is expected to play a crucial role as a future successor to the
Kyoto Protocol.

WHEREAS, Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation -
Plus (REDD+) is a set of steps designed to use market/financial incentives in
order to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases from deforestation and forest
degradation. Its original objective is to reduce green house gases but it can
deliver “co-benefits” such as biodiversity conservation and poverty alleviation.
REDD+ credits offer the opportunity to utilize funding from developed countries
to reduce deforestation in developing countries. _

WHEREAS, at the 2007 Bali United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) meeting (COP-13), an agreement was reached on “the urgent
need to take further meaningful action to reduce emissions from deforestation
and forest degradation.” The deadline for reaching an agreement on the specifics
of an international REDD+ mechanism, at least as regards to its being
implemented in the short and medium term, was set to be the 15t Conference of
the Parties to the UNFCCC (COP-15), which was held in Copenhagen in December

2009.

WHEREAS, as a country Party to the UNFCCC and signatory to its Kyoto Protocol,
the Philippines intends to remain as an engaged stakeholder toward combating
and adapting to climate change, with a particular emphasis on alleviating
poverty and advancing sustainable development.
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WHEREAS, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources is the
authority designated by law to undertake programs relatlng to deforestation and
forest degradation.

WHEREAS, the country established the Philippine Inter-Agency Committee on
Climate Change (IACCC) in December 1991 by virtue of Presidential
Administrative Order No. 220, making the Philippines among the first countries
to set up such a national committee.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sec. 23 of Republic Act (RA) 9729 otherwise known as
the Climate Change Act of 2009, the powers and functions of the IACCC and the
Presidential Task Force on Climate Change created under Administrative Order
No. 171 were absorbed by the Climate Change Commission.

WHEREAS, under Sec. 4 and Sec. 9 of RA 9729, the Climate Change Commission
was designated as “the sole policy-making body of the government which shall
be tasked to coordinate, monitor and evaluate the programs and action plans of
the government relating to climate change.” It was also empowered to
“coordinate and synchronize climate change programs of national government
agencies; formulate strategies on mitigating GHG and other anthropogenic
causes of climate change; formulate and update guidelines for determining
vulnerability to climate change impacts and adaptation assessments and
facilitate the provision of technical assistance for their implementation and
monitoring; and represent the Philippines in the climate change negotiations.”

NOW THEREFORE 1, GLORIA M. ARROYO, President of the Republic of the
Philippines, by virtue of the power vested in me by law, do hereby order:

Section 1. Coordination. - The Climate Change Commission is hereby authorized
to include in the scope of its coordination the programs and action plans relating
to Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation - Plus
(REDD+), and other similar mechanisms. The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) shall serve as the operational implementor of REDD+.

Section 2. Agency Assistance. - The Climate Change Commission may all upon
government agencies and their technical personnel to act as resource persons
and provide the Commission their respective documents for the proper
monitoring and evaluation of the programs referred to in this Order. The
Commission may also invite as members of its coordinating representatives from
NGOs, the academe and/or independent professionals who are recognize in their
fields of expertise.

Section 3. Support from United Nations and International Organizations. - Any
support from the United Nations and other international organizations for
REDD+ shall be managed and utilized by the DENR in accordance with its organic
mandate. Other similar mechanisms shall be managed and utilized by the
department vested with the organic mandate to perform such mechanism.

Sl

PGMA Hologram # 5







